FLY,   FLY,   FLY  AGAIN
You were told that four safeguards for Czechoslovakia were
gained at Munich, and it was probably because of these four
'pledges' or guarantees' or 'assurances5 or whatever you like to
call them — none of them meant a thing — that you were so
stupendously relieved, that you mafficked in Whitehall, that you
believed a real peace with honour had been achieved.
I have been living in Czechoslovakia, a country I know some-
thing about, since the dismemberment. I can tell you that the
guarantee means nothing at all, that it is an illusion, that it cannot
be enforced. I do not believe it was ever seriously meant. I cannot
conceive that any politician could be so ill-informed as to believe
that it could be made effective.
Indeed, by November ist you learned that it was no guarantee,
for Mr. Chamberlain said:
In speaking of a guaranteed frontier the right honourable
gentleman is mistaken. We never guaranteed the frontiers
as they existed. What^ we did was to guarantee against
unprovoked aggression — quite a different thing. That did
not mean that we gave our seal to the existence of frontiers
as they were then or at any other time. Our guarantee was
against unprovoked aggression and not the crystallization of
frontiers. The right honourable gentleman alternates between
violent indignation and insuppressible amusement, but I
do not think my answer could give rise to either of those
expressions.
Moderate your indignation. Suppress your amusement. If you
know what has been guaranteed, write and tell me, because I
should like to know that one. As I write, in a Prague hotel bed-
room, the German frontier is within an hour of Prague, by road,
two or three minutes by aeroplane. What would you do if Ger-
many suddenly pocketed Prague, pocketed what remains of
Czechoslovakia? Debate whether the aggression had been pro-
voked? Marvellous.
But it will not be necessary for Hitler, unless he is less clever than
he seems, to do this. For, a few weeks after Munich, the Czechs
were required to sign on the dotted line the gift-deed of a strip of
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